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Digging up the Bible.* The Bible has not been dug up, — it has never been 
buried. What has been dug up is an immense amount of lost history illustrating 
the Bible. It is the distinctive mark of the Bible, which accounts for its hav- 
ing been given by the inspiration of God, that it is profitable and authoritative 
for religious purposes, cf . 2 Tim. 3 : 16. The history which has been discovered 
tells us something we did not know before about people mentioned in the 
Bible ; or something which the Bible has already told us is told us again. All 
this is important and very interesting, but it does not make the Bible one whit 
more profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness. It only illustrates the Bible in its historical and non-vital part, 
not in that part which is its living soul. The gain which we, as lovers of the 
Bible, get from these remarkable discoveries in the ruins of old and buried 
cities is simply a further and clearer understanding of the history in which the 
Bible is set. Many doubts and objections that have been raised against Bible 
history have by discovery been answered. Do the " finds " always confirm 
the historical statements of the Bible ? Generally they do, but they sometimes 
raise new, chiefly chronological, difficulties; and occasionally on some unim- 
portant matter they seem to contradict the Scriptural statement. My purpose 
is to warn against giving them too much weight. Confirmatory or contradic- 
tory, they can add no positive argument for inspiration, much less revelation. 
It is the religious teaching, not the statements of history or chronology, or 
science, or philosophy, which is the essential and valuable instruction of the 
Bible. 

This warning is timely, as many who are not in a position to know the amount or to esti- 
mate the exact value and bearing of the information secured by archaeological investiga- 
tion, have gained an exaggerated idea of what it is. It has the highest importance as 
proving that the Bible is genuine, essential history, which few persons ever doubted, but 
in details it is only interesting, not important. 



Character and Contents of the Book of Revelation. f Jewish apocalyptic 
literature arose from two factors, oppression and the Messianic hope. Pre- 
Christian apocalypses were a complaint of the persecution of Israel, coupled 
with an assurance of deliverance by the advent of the Messiah. Christian 
apocalypses complained of the oppression of the Church by hostile Jews and 
Romans, with exhortations to courage and hope in view of the destruction 
which would be visited upon their enemies by the second advent of the 
Messiah, which they regarded as imminent. The Apocalypse, or Revelation, 
of John is the noblest example of such Christian writings. The aim of the 
book was distinctly practical ; it was written primarily for its own time, and 
must have had a powerful effect in promoting Christian courage and hope dur- 
ing the bitter persecutions which the Church then sustained. The book is 

*By Rev. Wm. H. Ward, D. D., LL. D., in Zion's Herald, Apr. 1892. 

tTwo articles by Prof. Geo. B. Stevens, D. D., in Sunday School Times, Apr. 2 and 9, 1892. 



